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   West DC: Risk Assessment 

Cycling Time Trials – West DC Course Risk Assessment Document.  The measures to reduce risk identified in the right hand column must be included on the start sheet or implemented for the duration of the event as applicable. Failure to comply with the requirements of this document may result in approval being withheld with respect to subsequent race promotions by the promoting club. 

(CTT Guidance Note 22 – Appendix 2 – Issue 2 September 2011 provides additional advice)
	Course/Road(s) Assessed: 
A420; B4039
	Course: 
U601b
Distance (in miles): 
22 Miles

	
	

	Date of Assessment/Review: 
24 February 2022
	Name of Assessor: 
Paul Freegard
Reviewed October 2022 by Paul Winchcombe and put into new format


	Course Description: 
Start: at kerb drain immediately south of lay-by at southern most limit of Tormarton village and just north of m4 crossing on unclassified road between Marshfield and Tormarton. GR ref. st771783. proceed south on unclassified road, crossing over the m4, descending into Broadmead brook valley (h1) to junction with a420 at Marshfield (j1). turn left and continue east on a420 through the shoe and ford to junction of a420 with b4039 where left (j2 & h2). continue north west on b4039 through Yatton Keynell, castle combe, burton (h3) to Acton Turville. take first left on arriving in Acton Turville (j3) GR ST 808 807 onto unclassified road (h4) and continue west towards Tormarton where first left onto unclassified road GR ST 769 791 (j4). continue into Tormarton (h5) where left at sharp “t” junction (j5). on leaving Tormarton, past start, continue south on unclassified road over m4 and crossing through Broadmead brook valley (h6) to finish. finish: at entrance to CE Davis aGRicultural business, just north of a420. (23mi approx)

Link: 
https://www.strava.com/activities/6745309872
All images are hyperlinked to Google Street View

	

	Traffic Flows: 
Traffic flows are low and no issues have been encountered.

	Course / Event History: 
Course has been in use since at least 2014 with no reported incidents.  It is used for the WTTA Hardriders and has also been used for University 3 Up races.


	No.
	Distance / Location
	Risk/Hazard
	Level of Risk
(L / M / H)
	Measures to reduce Risk
(if applicable)

	a)  Introduction
	

	1
	General Requirements
	Time of Road Usage meets CTT Traffic Standards
	L
	Traffic counts within acceptable numbers ; Take Traffic Counts during event


	b)  HQ to Start at southern end of Tormarton Village
	

	2
	Before Start
	Competitors riding from Event HQ; Competitors warming up
	M
	Instructions on Start Sheet and at event HQ signing on advising riders of safe routes ; prohibition on warming up past the start. 
If HQ is at Marshfield riders should ride in single file along road from HQ to start  as this is part of the course and rider having already started will be coming from the opposite direction.

	3
	Area of Start
	Competitors waiting
	L
	Cycle Event warning sign. Instructions on Start Sheet and at event HQ signing on - warning against making ‘U’ turns. Riders should wait for their start off the main road in the lay-by. 

	
	Start

What3Words
covertly.nature.refer
	


	c)  Start to First turn onto A420

	4
	Descent into Broadmead Brook Valley
	Fast descent, poor forward visibility, road narrows. Grit build up after wet weather.
	M
	Warning on start sheet. Riders instructed to keep left. 

	5
	Left turn onto A420
	Left turn onto main road
	M
	Observer; 
Riders must give way to traffic from the right
Cycle Event warning signs on A420

	
	
	



	d)  A420 to B4039

	6
	Left turn onto B4039
	Junction is a ‘Y’ type requiring riders to ‘Give Way’ to the right immediately after leaving A420 and is more acute than a ‘T’ type junction.
	M
	Cycle Event warning signs on vehicular approaches.  Warning on start sheet: Be prepared to Give Way to the Right and do not carry too much speed into the corner. 
Observer (optional as riders have clear line of sight and time to react)

	
	
	


	e)  B4039 to Acton Turville

	7
	Several villages along course
	Potential for parked cars in Villages on B4039
	L
	Warning on start sheet. Riders should be vigilant and keep their heads up. 

	8
	Left Turn at Acton Turville
	Acton Turville Post Office just after left turn, potential for parked or slow moving cars and pedestrians in road - restricted visibility.
	M
	Observer; (optional, riders have right of way and visibility is good)
Cycle Event warning signs in verge opposite shop.  Warning on start sheet. Take the corner at a sensible speed and be prepared to brake. 

	
	
	



	f)  Acton Turville to Tormarton / Start

	9
	Left turn at cross roads
	Very low traffic counts.
	L/M
	Cycle Event warning sign on road opposite the road into which the riders turn.

	
	
	


	10
	Sharp left bend in road within village.
	Sharp and blind left turn on steady descent, parked cars after bend. Side road joins on right. 
	M
	Warning on start sheet. Cycle Event warning sign facing side road placed in GRass verge on inside of bend. Left direction arrow also placed in verge. 

	11
	Riders passing start
	Later riders possibly starting (depending on size of field)
	L
	Note on start sheet for riders to be aware and take care when starting and passing the start.

	g)  Start to Finish

	12
	Descent into Broadmead Brook Valley (Shire Hill)
	As item 4
	M
	As item 4


	Notes
1. The use of a vehicle for the timekeeper(s) at start and finish is where appropriate and is only identified as an example for the action to be taken 
2. The small junctions or entrances to farms/ facilities (garage, eatery, etc) that are not identified in this risk assessment have been considered, however are not considered significant to pose a risk and therefore have not been noted. 
3. The course should not be used on public bank holiday weekends or when there are major local events. E.g. Womad, Badminton, Polo Competition, Air Show, etc
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This document remains live and any changes to the items listed above or new hazards/risk that arise should be notified to the district committee at the earliest opportunity.
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