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   West DC: Risk Assessment 

Cycling Time Trials – West DC Course Risk Assessment Document.  The measures to reduce risk identified in the right-hand column must be included on the start sheet or implemented for the duration of the event as applicable. Failure to comply with the requirements of this document may result in approval being withheld with respect to subsequent race promotions by the promoting club. 

(CTT Guidance Note 22 – provides additional guidance)

	Course/Road(s) Assessed: 
A433 (Didmarton – Westonbirt)

Bowldown Lane (Westonbirt – junct with A46)
A46 (Bowldown crossroads – junct with A433) 
	Course: 
U109
Distance (in miles): 
13.8miles (22.2km)

	
	

	Date of Assessment/Review: 
27 Jan 2024 - review of BSCC RA dated 1 Apr 24. Several sections updated, course pictures and map added
	Name of Assessor: 
Simon Vannerley

	Review History:
First Produced (if known):
Last Review: 1 Apr 24 (by Bristol South CC) 
	Sponsoring Club or Organisation:
Sherston Velo

	Course Description:
· Start at layby east of Didmarton village opposite end of bridleway (ST 82571 87787, what3words proud.replenish.lasts)
· Proceed NE on A433 to crossroads immediately after HARE & HOUNDS pub (ST 86359 90440 / lads.kindness.boomed) where turn left (Turn #1)
· Proceed NW on minor road (Bowldown Road) to junction (ST 82931 93847 / labs.openly.footballers) where turn left (Turn #2)
· Proceed SW on A46 to junction with A433 (ST 79202 86336 / inclines.label.author) where turn left (Turn #3)
· Proceed NE on A433. Continue through DIDMARTON to complete lap
· Finish is in layby opposite junction with minor road (ST 82537 87758 / pans.beam.agreement)
Link: https://ridewithgps.com/routes/48374575


	

	

	

	Course Type: 

1. Single Carriageway

2. Circuit

3. No traffic calming or 20mph restrictions

	Traffic Flows: The main roads used on this course (A433 and B4040) are generally quiet outside commuting times. Both roads are of reasonable width for their type, with ample straight stretches to allow motor vehicles to pass cyclists safely. Attention must be paid by organisers to any evening events taking place at Westonbirt Arboretum: there may be high traffic volumes. Event dates/times should be adjusted accordingly if required.
The unclassified road (Bowldown Lane) used on this course is generally very quiet outside commuting hours. It is single carriageway but are sufficiently wide for two-way traffic at all points along the course.

A traffic count taken on Fri 5 July 2024 gave an average traffic count of 101 units/hr. An updated count is required for weekday evening events, however it is anticipated that traffic levels will be similar or lower for events starting at 1900hrs.

	Course / Event History: 
Course has been used since at least 2017 for 25, 50 and 100-mile events with no reported issues.

	Police Authorities:

Gloucestershire Constabulary: RoadSafety.&TrafficManagement@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk (primary email as email is monitored). Alternative contact: David.Holland@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk


Key Identified Risks
	No.
	Distance / Location
	Risk/Hazard
	Level of Risk
(L / M / H)
	Measures to reduce Risk
(if applicable)

	a)  Introduction

	1
	General Requirements
	Traffic level at time of Road Usage meets CTT Traffic Standards
	L
	Traffic counts within acceptable numbers; Take Traffic Counts during event

	b)  Race HQ to Start area

	2
	Before Start
	Competitors riding from Event HQ; Competitors warming up
	M
	Instructions on Start Sheet and at event HQ signing on advising riders of safe routes; prohibition on warming up past the start

	3
	START AREA
A433, layby NE of Didmarton
	Competitors waiting on road / in layby area next to start.


	L


	There is a sizeable layby off the carriageway for waiting riders.
The road is wide enough to allow motor vehicles ample space to pass riders waiting to start in a safe manner.

Instructions on Start Sheet:

· No U-turns in road.

· Queue in single file, off the carriageway, until called forward by the starter.
Cycle Event Warning signs, use of traffic cones.
Start area officials/marshals to wear hi-vis outer layer.
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Start/finsh area on A433, NE of Didmarton Village

w3w: culling.fells.attitudes

Start denoted by green line

	c)  Event course – start to finish

	4
	A433 - Westonbirt Arboretum
2.3 miles
	Course passes entrance to Westonbirt Arboretum tourist attraction.

Traffic flows can be high when evening events are being held at the Arboretum.
	Low
	Organisers to take care to avoid holding TTs that clash with Westonbirt events or adjust start time to avoid periods when visitors are entering/leaving the venue.

Otherwise, no further measures required.

	5
	Turn #1

Left turn from A433 to minor road after Hare & Hounds pub

2.9 miles
	Sharp left turn onto minor road: rider visibility of vehicles in minor road is restricted by wall & tree
	Low
	Observer (optional).

Cycle event warning signs on A433 from Tetbury and on minor road.

Hazard to be noted in start sheet instructions.

Riders have right of way when turning left.

	
	
	

Turn #1 – A433 / Bowldown Lane crossroads w3w: lads.kindness.boomed

	6
	Bowldown Lane 

2.9 miles – 6 miles
	Agricultural machinery and horse boxes

There are several farms and a polo club off Bowldown Lane: riders must beware large, slow-moving vehicles. The risk is assessed to be lower in the evenings.
	Low
	Start sheet instructions to warn riders of hazard.

Organisers to take care to avoid holding TTs that clash with polo club events or adjust start time to avoid periods when visitors are entering/leaving the venue.

	7
	Turn #2

Turn from minor road onto A46

(signposted Bath A46)
6 miles
	Left turn onto A46 from side road.

Visibility for riders and drivers approaching the junction is good, but traffic speeds can be high.
	Medium
	Cycle event warning signs to be placed warning drivers approaching on southbound carriageway of A46 and on minor road north of junct.

Observer (optional).



	
	
	

Turn #2 – Bowldown Lane / A46 crossroads w3w: labs.openly.footballers

	8
	Turn #3

Turn off of A46 onto A433

(signposted Cirencester A433)
11.4 miles
	Sharp left turn (180deg) onto A433.

Riders must give way to traffic approaching from right (give way markings on road).

Drivers can be confused by junction layout so may not drive predictably.

Road surface at junction in poor condition.
	Medium
	Place cycle event warning signs north and south of junct on A46.

Observer at junction (optional).

Hazard to be noted in start sheet instructions, along with reminder to riders to clearly signal their intention to turn.
Riders approach uphill so will be slowed before making turn, allowing for easier control of their machine in response to traffic conditions.


	
	
	
Turn #3 – Junction of A46 and A433 w3w: inclines.label.author

	9
	Didmarton village
12.9 miles
	A433 through Didmarton is a long, gentle downhill stretch with a 30mph speed restriction.

Rider speeds will be relatively high at this point due to the decline slope and proximity to the finish.

Hazards include slow-moving vehicles (incl. buses stopping to set down/pick up passengers and vehicles pulling out of side streets), pedestrians and vehicles parked at the side of the highway.
	Low
	Start sheet instructions to warn riders of hazards in the village.

Event organiser should consider using a roving observer, particularly if the event attracts a high number of entries.

	10
	Finish 

At start layby on A46, opposite junction with minor road (to Sopworth)

13.8 miles
	Riders slowing or stopping on carriageway after finish on main road among potentially fast-moving traffic.
Presence of event staff, spectators and associated vehicles in proximity to carriageway.

	Low


	Cycle event warning signs on approach to finish.

Instructions on start sheet and rider briefing that riders should not stop at the finish. No U-turns are permitted. Riders that need to stop should proceed to the filling station 200m NE of the finish. Riders to return to event HQ after completing their ride.
Event staff to wear high-visibility vests.

If spectators are present, consider placing an observer to maintain a safe environment for riders and timekeeper. Spectators to be encouraged to stand at entrance to bridleway on the verge at NE end of layby. 
No times will be given to competitors or supporters at the finish: all to be briefed that they must not distract event staff.
Event staff vehicles to be parked appropriately to minimise risk to riders, staff and other road users.

	D) After the finish

	11
	Finish
	Awareness of surroundings
	L
	No U-turns. Riders to return to Event HQ location immediately after passing through finish line.
Note on start sheet to be aware of surroundings and other road users at the finish.

	12
	After finish
	Competitors returning to event HQ.
Care to be taken when turning right to cross the carriageway when returning to event HQ
	L
	Instructions on safe route back from finish to HQ to be given on start sheet and in rider briefing


	Notes
1. Any minor junctions, entrances to properties, farms, fields or other facilities that are not included in this risk assessment have been considered but are not believed to constitute a hazard to participants and therefore have not been noted.
Prior to the start of the event, riders shall be notified of the following:

2. Current road conditions and any changes to the route that may impact upon safety, such as the appearance of potholes, roadworks or other hazards.

3. Where to wait near the start prior to being called forward by the start timekeeper.

4. The rider briefing, including the safety notes contained in this risk assessment.

5. What to do on completion of the course and the route back to event HQ.



Course Overview Map
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This document remains live and any changes to the items listed above or new hazards/risk that arise should be notified to the district committee at the earliest opportunity


CYCLING TIME TRIALS IS A COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE REGISTERED IN ENGLAND No: 4413282
Registered Address: C/O DJH Accountants Ltd, Porthill Lodge, High Street, Wolstanton, Newcastle under Lyme, Staffordshire, ST5 0EZ

